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Important Dates

Guard Your Heart:

The Internet- today’s information superhighway. Never before
have we had such an amazing amount of information just a few
clicks away. Want to know the weather at your vacation
destination? Kids need help with a term paper? Want to
compare prices on that new television? Shop for the best CD
rates? Want to chat with your friends? All of it isjust aclick or
two away. Used wisely, the Internet can be an amazing tool for
you and your family.

But... real danger aso lurks on that same Internet. Also only a
click or two away is access to a staggering amount of sexual
material, from sexua predators lurking in chat rooms to
unimaginable images, commonly called on-line pornography.

On-line porn has grown so rapidly that as an industry it now
generates more revenue than Major League Baseball, the
National Football League, and the National Basketball
Association, COMBINED. How do we protect ourselves and
our families?

First of all, do not think just because you are a Christian you are
“immune.” For if King David, a man after God’s own heart,
could stumble by seeing a bathing Bathsheba, certainly we
could do the same. Porn is seductive and habit-forming. There
is a reason it has been called the crack cocaine of the 21%
century.

Here are some suggestions:

Parents. Closely monitor your children’s use of the Internet.
Place the computer in a common area of the house where there
is lots of traffic. Know what sites are accessed and who is on
the other end of any online chats. Find out if your Internet
provider alows you to place parental controls on your kids
usage, and use them! Speak to your kids about the dangers of
predators and porn, show them scriptural reasons why purity is
God's plan for them, and pray with them about it.
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Guard Your Heart (continued):

Adults: Guard your own hearts. Avoid curiosity (remember what it did to the cat). Remember that we
need to model proper behavior for your children. If viewing pornography is atemptation for you, here are
several ideas:

1. PRAY! Ask God for strength in your battle.

2. Consider an accountability partner - aclose friend with whom you can form a
mutual covenant in whom you can confide, and from whom you can draw strength.

3. Consider an internet filter. There are anumber of good filters that block accessto
websites that feature porn, sexual content, etc. If you are serious, use afilter that
cannot be disabled or overridden by the user. Additional information about Internet filters can
be found on our website.

Elder, RCC

The highlight of every summer for our children is our
Vacation Bible School. Vacation Bible School is a 4-
day adventure in God’'s Word. As SonForce special
agents, our kids will follow in the words of Joshua 1:9:

This week can best be summarized by our motto:

June 25 - 28  «“The Best Week of Your Life”

9 AM - 11: 30 AM At Ridgeland we spare no expense to hold true to this
_ motto. More details about VBS will soon be posted on
[ hOS e Enteri ng our church website -- www.ridgelandchurch.org

K-6'" & ade




If you are assisting in the Children’s Ministry on Sunday mornings
and are unable to be in the service to take the Lord’s Supper,

we are making the communion elements available at the front of the
sanctuary. Immediately after the service, an elder will be at the front

right corner of the sanctuary to distribute the elements to all those who wish to take
communion but were unable to do so because of their ministry commitments. They will
be there for 15 — 20 minutes following the close of the service. Because we hold this
remembrance of our Lord as sacred, we encourage all those who missed communion
during the service to embrace this opportunity that has been provided. In addition, the
elders are currently evaluating additional times when we as a community can celebrate
together the remembrance of our Lord.
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This past year the Federal Government
has made some changes to how you
claim giving on your taxes. In the past .

you were able to specify certain amounts ”ﬁ , (
of giving without substantiating that with )
areceipt from the church. With the new &
tax law changes you will no longer be
able to do so. Any amount you wish to
claim on your taxes needs to be
substantiated with areceipt from the
church. Therefore, if you do not have
church offering envel opes we encourage
you to contact the church office. We will
provide you with envelopes, and at the / ( 01
end of the year the church will mail you a 5
receipt for the amount you contributed. |If
you would like further information on
these changes, please contact Lorraine
Burns.




Wednesday  May 2™
A Portrait of Righteousness Treasure Hunters Closing Program
6:30 PM
— - . Wednesday  May 16"
| want to invite you to join us on Sunday mor nings Prayer Encounter @ 6PM
at 10:00AM as we journey together through the book
_ _ Sunday  May 20"
of 1% Peter. In this current series weare Graduation Recognition
. i Note Date Ch
looking at the character qualities that can be observed glebaeLhange
inthelife of a person who demonstrates Christ’s Sunday  June10™

Children’s Ministry Teacher
Appreciation Picnic
Following Service

righteousness. Won't you join us each Sunday as

together we learn what it meansto be

: s & | ( )72 Monday  June 18"

Elder / Trustee Meeting
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Pastor

May 6 Authority I ssues
1 Peter 2:13-25

Portrait of Grace
1 Peter 3:1-6

Under the Influence (Part 1)
1 Peter 3:8-22

Under the Influence (Part 2)
1 Peter 4:1-7

June 3 Under the Influence (Part 3)
1 Peter 4:8-11

Name Tag
1 Peter 4:12-14

A Few Good Men
1 Peter 5:1-5/ 3:7

TheEnd
1 Peter 5:6-11

May 13
(Mother’s Day)

May 20

May 27

June 10

June 17
(Father's Day)

June 24

6:30 PM

Monday — Thursday ~ June 25" — 28"
V acation Bible School
9AM -11:30 AM

Sunday  July 29"
Outdoor Service & Cookout
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2 Peter 1:16
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